FAMILY READING

You can help your child succeed in school!
LISTEN & TALK TO YOUR CHILD

· Pay attention when your child is talking to you.  Wait for him to finish his ideas before you 
respond.

· Tell stories or poems with rhyming words, or sounds or rhymes that that repeat in your native 
language.  Use new English words and make rhymes with words in your native language.

· Take a “listening walk” around the house or the neighborhood together.  Identify items in the 
house in your native language.  Identify objects using words in English.

READ WITH YOUR CHILD
· Make time every day to listen to your child read.

· Ask your child to read to you from his books and homework from school.

· Before your child reads a new book to you:
· Look at the picture on the cover of the book.  Ask your child what he thinks the story is going to be about.

· Look at the pictures together.  Talk about what you see.  Use your native language or new English words.

· When your child is reading to you:

· Ask him to point to the pictures that match the words on the page.  If he can’t read the word in English, say the word for the picture in your native language.  Keep a list of vocabulary that your child needs to know.
· Read with him – follow the words.  Practice your own English reading skills!

· After your child finishes reading the story:

· Ask him to tell you the story in his native language.
· Ask him questions about the characters and events in the story.
“Did you like the ________ in the story?  Were you sad when he__________?”
· It’s ok if your child has a favorite book that he likes to read over and over.
· Bring new books home or go to the library together to pick out books.  Encourage your child to 
read in both English and their native language.
· Let your child experiment with writing – it’s ok to “be creative” when they are first learning to 
write.
· Label objects in the home.  If you don’t know the word in English, write it in your native 
language.  Add the English word to the label when you learn it!
· Let him see you reading or writing in your native language and share what you are doing as often 
as you can.  If you are also studying English, share your reading and writing in English with your 
child.

Make time to listen, talk, read and write together every day.
You are an important teacher for your child.

With your help, they can succeed!!!

